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A New Generation of Surfactants Geaninis

Zhao Jianxi
(Department of Chamistry, Fuzhou U niversity, Fuzhou 350002, China)

Abstract Gemini (or dimeric) surfactants are made up of two identical anphiphilic
moieties covalently connected at the level of the headgroups by a gacer group. By this
way the sgparation betw een the polar headgroupsw ithin gamini surfactants is strongly
decreased when they aggregate and thus the surface activity is greatly enhanced
Introduction of gemini surfactants is a breakthrough in concept compared w ith general
tests in enhancing surface activity, for exanple, addition of salt, increasing temperature
or mixing anionic cationic surfactants Therefore ganini surfactants were reputed as a
new generation of surfactants
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